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	Expedition/Project/ Conference Title:
	
GRS/GRC RNA Editing Conference - “Next-Generation Epitranscriptomics in Health and Disease”. 

	
Travel Dates:
	
23.03.19-29.03.19

	
Location:
	
Renaissance Tuscany Il Ciocco Resort & Spa, Pisa, Italy

	
Group member(s):
	
Elizabeth Wadsworth

	
Aims:
	
Present PhD work as a talk and a poster at the GRS (Gordon Research Seminar).

	

	Present PhD work as a poster at the GRC (Gordon Research Conference). 
Network with other groups working on RNA Editing, across different fields and species.


	Photography consent form attached: 
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	☐	Yes	
√	No

	OUTCOME (a minimum of 500 words):-
The RNA Editing Gordon Research Conference took place in Tuscany, Italy from the 24th to the 29th of March 2019. This conference was fully suscribed, with 200 attendees working in RNA Editing including PIs, post-doctoral researchers, PhD students as well as scientists working in a variety of industries. This conference spanned a wide range of RNA Editing mechanisms in organisms from trypanosomes to cephalopods to human cells. RNA editing mechanisms presented included A to I editing, U insertion and deletion editing and queuosine modifications and ranged from in vitro basic biology to human brain studies using post-mortem samples. 
This conference was preceeded by a Gordon Research Seminar, with around 50 attendees. This was designed for PhD students and early-career researchers to practice presentations and networking skills before the conference begins. This was a great experience as it allowed me to network with other research students in my field and ask questions about their work in a low stress environment. It also allowed me the opportunity to practice my presentation skills by condensing my work into a 10 minute talk. I received good feedback on my talk and my presentation skills, and some advice on further things to investigate in my project. 
There were four other groups working on trypanosome RNA editing attending the conference, so this experience was a great opportunity to network and see how our works fits together. Of special use was Laurie Read's lab, as their work nicely complements the work we are doing and this may lead to a collaboration in the future in order to build a full picture of the RNA editing process in trypanosomes. 
Another talk which was particularly relevant was by Eva Maria Novoa who presented her groups work on development of a direct RNA-sequencing protocol using Oxford Nanopore technologies, which may be a good complementary technique to use in the future.
From giving my poster presentation, I recieved some good feedback on how to move forward with my work and what to focus on in the future. From speaking to poster judges, I also learned what they look for in a good poster and can use these tips for my next poster, to improve my communication of my research. 
From talking to the other poster presenters, I learnt a variety of different techniques being used and questions being asked in my field, such as how to use mass spectrometry to detect RNA modifications. I also contributed suggestions to others on how they could proceed to further prove their hypotheses. 
During the conference their was also a 'power-hour' discussion on how to help minorities succeed in scientific careers. I learnt a great deal from this, such as how to look for mentorship in someone other than your supervisor. We also discussed how to politely acknowledge when an idea initially contributed by one person (and ignored) is then repeated by another person who is listened to, such as by saying "thank you for re-iterating [first person]'s point". This prevents the second person from gaining credit from somebody elses idea (the first person often being a woman or minority group).
Overall this conference was a great opportunity to present my work, expand my knowledge of my field and network with other research labs and people working in industry. I am very grateful for the support from the James Rennie Bequest to travel to this conference.
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