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	OUTCOME (not less than 300 words):-

The SB7.0: The Seventh International Meeting on Synthetic Biology was organised by the National University Singapore (NUS), Synthetic Biology (SynBio) for Clinical and Technological Innovation (SynCTI) and the not-for-profit organization to standardize biological parts, the BioBricks Foundation.

I was accepted to present a poster about the ψ-Trap, a microfluidic platform I developed that can be used for the long-term phenotyping of single plant cells. During two consecutive days I had the possibility to explain my research to people with a wide variety of backgrounds and got a lot of positive feedback and new suggestion how to take my work further. Further, it allowed me see my work from two completely different points of views, commercialisation compared to an open tool development. The SynBio incentives are usually aimed at free open sharing of tools and parts. However, this is in contrast to the high amount of industrial exposure with for example talks and stalls from example Intrexon, Twist etc. 

Generally speaking the conference is a truly interdisciplinary mix of academics from biochemistry, evolutionary biology to biotechnology, social sciences, art and industry. Bringing all the people together in one SynBio community is probably the unique feature of this conference and community itself. Overall most talks were designed for a general audience to accommodate different backgrounds of the audience, therefore also included less recent scientific discoveries or detailed descriptions of results. 
The SynBio community feeling or sense of identification with the subject is generally high. There were a lot of presentations naming or presenting global challenges such as waste management, food security and conservation asking the SynBio community or researchers for solutions. In the following I want to describe three talks that I found most interesting.
Design, art and critique session 

This session was about challenging and to critically reflect the notion and visions made by SynBio. These critiques are usually missing in most academic conferences. One critique was focusing on the promises made by synthetic biology for creating a better future, and what better actually means and to whom. Another point that was brought up was the controversy between the conservation of the natural world versus the vision of SynBio to create new organism (Alexandra Daisy Ginsberg).
Biodiversity 

The talk in this session by Frank Rheindt was arguing that the 6th extinction is happening already and that humans create it by the endangerment of the planets diversity and animals. He was describing how SynBio can offer solutions to inbreed depression that is happening for instance in Singapore for the short tailed babbler. Another problem he mentioned is the genetic introgression of wolfs and coyote.
Learning by sharing 

One of my favourite talks was about policy making of sharing seeds and data to improve food security by Nicola Patron. Seeds are generally regulated by treaties but there is no such treaty for sharing data. Data in this context means genetic and phenotyping data in different environmental conditions of plant species. The overall question is if the usage of data should be regulated the same way as physical seeds? 
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