DAVIS EXPEDITION FUND

REPORT ON EXPEDITION / PROJECT

	Expedition/Project Title:
	Preparation of a revision of Amomum of Thailand for publication

	Travel Dates:
	29th July 2013 – 28th August 2013

	Location:
	Thailand

	Group Members:
	Jane Droop, Wittaya Kaewsri & Vichith Lamxay

	Aims:
	1. To review the existing manuscript of the Amomum of Thailand with the author and to collect species that are known only from poor material or that are under-represented in the account.

2. To examine existing material of Amomum biflorum, A. uliginosum, A. corynostachyum and A. koenigii, and to collect type material for these species if necessary.

3. To revise the existing manuscript for publication.

	
	

	
	


Outcome (not less than 300 words):- 

Preparation of a revision of the Amomum (Zingiberaceae) of Thailand for publication

Background:

Mark Newman, RBGE, is coordinator of the Zingiberaceae revision for the Flora of Thailand. There are about 12 contributors to this account, most of whom have agreed to attend a meeting arranged by Mark near Bangkok around 15th August 2013 to assess progress. One of these contributors is Wittaya Kaewsri who drafted a manuscript some years ago. The aims of this proposal were to carry out necessary field work and to bring Wittaya’s manuscript to the stage where it can be submitted for publication. 

At the start of this project, Wittaya recognised thirty taxa in Amomum in Thailand. Of these, thirteen were species known from earlier accounts of the Amomum of Thailand and Indochina. Wittaya mentioned seventeen further taxa, describing these but not assigning names to any of them. Some of these species required further collections and good spirit material before they can be properly described. 

The timing of this fieldwork was dictated by the flowering period of Amomum in Thailand, which corresponds to the rainy season.  At the end of the fieldwork Wittaya and Jane joined the meeting of all contributors to the Flora of Thailand Zingiberaceae account near Bangkok around 15th August, at which plans for drafting publications for the Amomum of Thailand were made. It was agreed at the meeting that descriptions of new taxa must be published before the account in the Flora of Thailand comes out, and therefore that these new species descriptions are a priority.

Itinerary:

30th July


AJD, WK and VL arrive in Bangkok

31st July – 1st August

Preparation for fieldwork

2nd August


Collecting in Jor Por Ror, Ranong Province

3rd August


Collecting in Amphur Kraburi, Ranong Province

4th August


Collecting in Tambon Naka, Amphur Kaphur, Ranong 

5th August


Collecting in Phang-gna and Tambon Tabprik, Amphur Mueng

6th – 7th August


Collecting in Tambon Khao Pu, Amphur Sri Banpot, 





Phatthalung Province 

8th – 11th August

Collecting in Ban Khiriwong, Tambon Khumlon, Amphur 




Lansaka

11th August


Collecting in Soi Sib See village, Amphur Pongnamron, 




Chantaburi Province

12th August


Collecting in Chantaburi and travel to Bangkok

13th – 14th August

Work in BK and BKF herbaria in Bangkok, VL returns to Laos

15th August


Zingiberaceae of Thailand meeting

16th – 17th August

Travel to Ubon Ratchathani and collecting in community 




woodland

18th August


Travel to Amnatcharoen

19th – 26th August

WK and AJD in discussion, study of herbarium specimens in 



new herbarium of Mahidol University and work on paper 

27th August


AJD returns to UK

Specimens collected and other outcomes:

Specimens collected:

	Collection number
	Determination
	Locality
	Distribution

	AJ Droop 200
	Boesenbergia
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 201
	Amomum cf. aculeatum
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 202
	Amomum cf. verum
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 203
	Zingiber
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 204
	Amomum cf. tenellum
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 205
	Amomum sp.
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 206
	Amomum sp.
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 207
	Amomum sp.
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 208
	Boesenbergia
	Jor Por Ror, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 209
	Amomum uliginosum
	Amphur Kraburi, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 210
	Amomum uliginosum
	Amphur Kaphur, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 211
	Amomum aff. uliginosum
	Amphur Kaphur, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 212
	Amomum sp.
	Amphur Kaphur, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 213
	Amomum argyrophyllum
	Amphur Kaphur, Ranong
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 214
	Amomum testaceum
	Amphur Kaphur, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 215
	Amomum biflorum
	Amphur Kaphur, Ranong
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 216
	Amomum cf. lappaceum
	Amphur Mueng, Phang-nga
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 217
	Amomum testaceum
	Amphur Mueng, Phang-nga
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 218
	Amomum testaceum
	Amphur Mueng, Phang-nga
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 219
	Amomum gracile
	Amphur Mueng, Phang-nga
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 220
	Amomum uliginosum
	Amphur Mueng, Phang-nga
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 221
	Amomum testaceum
	Trang
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 222
	Amomum cf. compactum
	Trang
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 223
	Amomum testaceum
	Trang
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 224
	Amomum cf. aculeatum
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 225
	Amomum gracile
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 226
	Amomum biflorum
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 227
	Amomum schmidtii
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 228
	Amomum testaceum
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 229
	Amomum gracile
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 230
	Amomum tomrey
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol


Continued

	Collection number
	Determination
	Locality
	Distribution

	AJ Droop 231
	Amomum villosum
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 232
	Amomum villosum
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 233
	Amomum gracile
	Sri Banpot, Phatthalung
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 234
	Amomum cf. hastilabium
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 235
	Amomum sp.
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 236
	Amomum gracile
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 237
	Amomum villosum
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 238
	Amomum testaceum
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 239
	Amomum uliginosum
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 240
	Amomum biflorum
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 241
	Amomum uliginosum
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 242
	Amomum aculeatum
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 243
	Amomum tomrey
	Amphur Lansaka, Nakhon Si Thammarat
	Mahidol, E

	AJ Droop 244
	Amomum uliginosum
	Amphur Pon Nam Ron, Chantaburi
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 245
	Amomum testaceum
	Amphur Pon Nam Ron, Chantaburi
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 246
	Amomum verum
	Amphur Pon Nam Ron, Chantaburi
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 247
	Amomum testaceum
	Amphur Pon Nam Ron, Chantaburi
	Mahidol

	AJ Droop 248
	Amomum chinense
	 Ubon Ratchathani
	Mahidol


Two duplicates of specimens were made where possible; if only one was possible then this specimen was lodged in Mahidol University, Amnatcharoen branch. All herbarium material collected was accompanied by a collection of leaf material in silica gel for later DNA analyses. Where flowers were available, a spirit collection was also made.

Other outcomes:

Photographs taken in the field have been shared between the three researchers and will be sorted and added to the Zingiberaceae resources at RBGE.

A checklist of the Amomum species of Thailand has been produced, including typification information of names (where known), habit, habitat and distribution of 26 known species. 

Putative type specimens were examined for Amomum uliginosum, A. koenigii and A. biflorum. 

A paper describing nine new species of Amomum from Thailand was drafted. This paper is awaiting illustrations and is being prepared for publication in the European Journal of Botany.

Costings:

Accommodation and subsistence:

£1052

Flights EDI – BK return:


£1139.12

Flights Laos – BK return:


£219

Domestic travel (Thailand):


£688

Postage:




£102.04

Equipment, visa etc.


£95.67

TOTAL




£3295.83

From Davis Expedition fund:

£3250

From self:




£45.83

Dr Jane Droop

