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	Expedition/Project/ Conference Title:
	
European Drosophila Research Conference

	
Travel Dates:
	
04/09/19 – 08/09/19

	
Location:
	
Lausanne, Switzerland

	
Group member(s):
	
Rebecca Belmonte

	
Aims:
	
Present work to fellow Drosophila researchers

	

	
Learn new tools used to study Drosophila hemocytes and immunity
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	OUTCOME (a minimum of 500 words):-



The EDRC officially took place from 5-8th of September with a satellite symposium on immunity taking place on 4th September. There were 63 people registered for the satellite symposium and 13 people presented their work. This session allowed me to get a more detailed understanding of the types of immunity research being conducted throughout Europe, and beyond, using Drosophila. I found the talks by Pierre Cattenoz, about hemocyte function, and Mark Hanson, about novel antimicrobial peptide families, particularly interesting. After the symposium we had a BBQ with everyone who attended the satellite session. This was a prime opportunity to meet and discuss my project with leading scientists in hemocyte biology. Specifically, I enjoyed meeting and talking with Iwan Evans about hemocyte tracking and wounding. 
I attended 22 talks on the first day of the EDRC, attending workshops for “Single cell approaches in Drosophila research” and “The immune system beyond infection”. It was interesting to see how other people had planned and conducted single-cell RNAseq experiments as I plan and design an RNAseq experiment of my own. I also enjoyed hearing about Helen Weavers’ work with hemocyte’s response to damage, and I was able to get some advice from her during the mixer that evening. 
On the second day I attended 18 talks in the sessions “Cell biology and biomechanics”, “Methods (single cells & omics)”, “Population genetics & evolution”, and “Growth, proliferation & death”. During the second day, the first poster session was held and about 200 posters were presented. I spoke with Claudia Melcarne about her methods to evaluate phagocytosis in hemocytes and her findings regarding phagocytic receptors. 
There were another 18 talks on the third day and I attended the sessions “Growth, proliferation & death”, “Population genetics & evolution”, “Morphogenesis & organogenesis”, and “ Transcription & chromatin”. I enjoyed Helene Knævelsrud’s talk about using Drosophila as a model for leukemia. The second poster session was held on the third day and I presented my poster during this time. Several people discussed my research with me during this time and provided many suggestions to optimize my procedures and new avenues to investigate. I also made a few connections with fellow researchers who are addressing similar questions. Presenting my poster was a great opportunity for outside insight into my project and I greatly appreciated it. At the end of the third day we attended a gala, giving us an opportunity to get to know our fellow researchers in a more informal setting. I enjoyed getting to know Iwan Evans and Nazif Alic during this time. 
During the final day of the conference I attended the session “Physiology & metabolism” where Iwan Evans presented his findings on hemocyte subpopulations. This talk sparked many ideas for future projects, and our discussions before and after his talk laid the groundwork for the potential of a collaboration. 
Overall, I feel very inspired after the EDRC and I have many new experiments to attempt and ideas to think about. I would like to thank the James Rennie Bequest for their aid in allowing me to attend this wonderful conference. 
Page 1 of 2
